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RECEIVED 
CEffTRAL FAX CENTER 

lnthe£lai^: AUG H 2007. 

Kindly amend the claims as follows. 

1 . (Previously presented) A tray connecting apparatus comprising: 

a flexible plastic strip having a central, longitudinal living hinge, the strip having one or 

more tray holder clips comiected to each other, each tray holder clip having opposite tray 

engagement sides projecting laterally &om the central living hinge, 

the tray engagement sides having end connectors for fitting mounting recesses in tray 

edges, 

the end comiectors having split aligning projection receivers at extremities for receiving 
aligning projections on the tray edge mounting recesses, and the tmy holder clips having openings 
for receiving securing projections in the tray edge recesses. 

2. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising at least one tray having 
a connecting edge with mounting recesses and aligning projections in ends of the mounting 
recesses and securing projections in the recesses. 

3. (Withdrawn) Tlie apparatus of claim 2, wherein the mounting recesses are dovetail 
shaped mounting recesses and are narrower at the connecting edge and are wider inward in the tray. 

4. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the aligning projections extend 
inward from outer corners of the dovetail shaped mounting recesses. 

5. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the securing projections comprise 
projections witii enlarged detent ends for fitting in the openings and cooperating with the internal 
shapes in the openings. 

6. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the at least one tray has two spaced 
mounting recesses. 

7. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising at least one end tray 
having a mounting edge with mounting recess connected to a tray holder clip. 

8. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein die end tray has inward extending 
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literature clips near an edge opposite the mounting edge for holding pamphlets, booklets and 
literature. 

9. (Withdrawn) The apparatus ofclaim 2. further comprising opposite first and 
second end trays. 

10. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the at least one end tray comprises 
a deep tray having a comiecting edge with mounting recesses with aligning projections and 
securing projections near a top of the deep tray. 

1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the securing projections and the 
detents cooperate with the holes and the snaps for locking the holder cUps inward and for holding 
the receivers laterally outward for engaging the aUgning projections. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the at least one tray has a depression 
with a central rosette for holding a media disc. 

1 3 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 2, further comprising a rim around the at least 
one tray and lugs along edges of the rim for holding a graphic card on a side of the tray opposite the 
depression. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, whcrem the at least one tray has opposite 
depressions with opposite rosettes for holding two media discs on opposite sides of the at least one 
tray. 

1 5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the at least one tray further comprises: 
plural trays with first and second opposite end trays, 

die trays having free edges opposite the connecting edges, 
the furst end tray having a first comiector on the fi'ee edge, 

a flexible fastener strip having first and second ends, the first end connected to the second 
end tray and having at the second end a complementary second connector for selectively 
connecting widi and disconnecting from the first connector for opening and closing the trays. 

1 6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the fi-ee edges of the plural trays 
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have aligned fastener recesses, and wherein the flexible fastener strip lies within the aUgned 
fastener recesses when the first and second connectors are connected. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the first tray has a flap aligned with 
the aligned fastener recesses and wherein Ihe first connector is on the flap. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 15. wherein die second end tray has a central 
recess extending along a surface remote &om the first end trays. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the central recess has a series of 
holes, and wherein the fastener strip has a hook on the first end for selectively engaging with one 
of the holes. 

20. (Original) The apparatus ofclaim 2. wherein the at least one tray further comprises 
plural trays with first and second opposite end trays, 

the trays having fiee edges opposite the connecting edges, 
the first end tray having a first connector on the fiee edge, 

a flexible fastener strip having first and second ends, the first end connected to the second 
end tray and having at the second end a complementao' second comiector for selectively 
comiecting with and discomiecting fi:om the first connector for opening and closing the trays, 
a book-like cover comprising a fi-ont panel, back panel and a flexible spine, and 
the stack of trays further comprising first and second end trays, respectively, comiected to 
the front panel and to the back panel. 

21. (Original) A package comprising: 
a stack of one or more individual trays, 

one or more sets of mounting recesses along an edge of each individual tray, 
one or more sets of clips, 

wherein the number of sets of clips corresponds to the number of mounting recesses on the 
individual trays, 

wherein individual clips in each set are hinged relative to one another, and 
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Wherein the individual clips have connectors for connecting the clips to tlie trays. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the one or more sets of clips bend 
along a longitudinal axis for inserting into the one or more mounting recesses on the edges of the 
trays. 

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein after the bent clips are inserted into 
the mounting recesses, pressure is applied to an exposed surface until the clips return to their initial 
configuration and for locking the clips into the mounting recesses. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the clips have holes with detents for 
engaging projections in the mounting recesses. 

25. (Original) The package of claim 21, wherein the one or more clips are plastic. 

26. (Original) The package of claim 21, wherein the one or more clips have generally 
trapezoidal shapes with triangles removed from a longer side surface for bending the one or more 
clips along the longitudinal axis. 

27. (Original) The package of claim 21, wherein the one or more clips are hinged to 
one another by living hinges. 

28. (Currently Amended) A package comprising: 
a stack of one or more individual tray s^ 

one or more sets of mounting recesses alonp an edge of e^nh individual tr^y i 

one or more sets of clip a^ 

wherein the number of sets of dins corre^nnnH. tn th. number of mnnnting reces.... nn th. 

individual trays, 

wherein individual clips in each set are hi n ged relative to one another , anH 

wherein the individual clips have con nectors for connecting the clip, to the travs. 



wherein the one or more clips are hinge d to one another bv living h,nfT«.c, 
Th e paolcago of oh im 77, furthor co mp iUufe wlMein anti-tear hinge ribs extending ; 



i across 
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ends of the living hinges. 

29. (Original) The package of claim 21, wherein the mounting recesses and dips have 
complementary dovetail shapes, and further comprising locking ribs projecting inv^d from ends 
of the mounting recesses on the individual trays and complementary grooves on ends of the one or 
more clips for receiving and holding the locking ribs. 

30. (Origmal) The package of claim 21, wherein a front or back or both sides of the 
individual trays hold compact discs, DVDs, digital media, descriptive booklets or other material. 

3 1 . (Original) nie package of claim 2 1 . wherein the individual trays have edge flanges 
and recessed edges for receiving flanges of a next adjacent tray for avoiding sliding movement of 
the trays relative to one another. 

32. (Original) The package of claim 21, wherein leafing through individual trays raises 
subsequent individual trays. 

33. (Previously Presented) A package comprising; 
a stack of one or more trays, 

the stack of trays further comprising first and second end trays, respectively, connected to 
the front panel and to the back panel, 

one or more sets of mounting recesses along mounting edges of each individual tray, 
one or more sets of hinged clips for connecting to the trays, 

wherein the sets of clips correspond in number to the mounting recesses on the individual 

trays, 

wherein the one or more sets of clips bend along a central axis for inserting into the one or 
more mounting recesses on the edges of the trays, 

wherein after the bent clips are inserted into the mounting recesses, pressure is applied to 
exposed surfaces of the clips until the clips return to their initial configuration and the clips lock 
into the mounting recesses. 

34. (Original) The apparatus ofclaim 33, wherein the cUps and the mounting recesses 
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have complementary dovetail shapes, and wherein the one or more sets of clips bend along a 
central axis for inserting into the one or more mounting recesses on the edges of the tiays, and 
wherein the clips lock in the mounting recesses as the dovetail shaped clips return to their initial 
configuration. 

35. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein the front panel and back panel are 
cardboard or binder's board. 

36. (Original) The package of claim 35, wherein tlie front panel and back panel are 
multiple layers of cardboard or binder's board. 

37. (Original) The package of claim 36, wherein the flexible spine is sandwiched 
between the multiple layers of cardboard or binders board on the front and back panel, anchoring 
the spine between the front panel and back panel. 

38. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein the front panel and back panel are 

printed with graphics. 

39. (Original) The package of claim 33, further comprising one or more pockets for 
holding paper, brochures, or other documents in at least one of a first and second end tray. 

40. (Original) The package of claim 39, wherein the one or more pockets are located 
on the inside surfaces of the end tray connected to the front panel or to the back panel. 

4 1 . (Original) The package of claim 33. fiirther comprising cutouts in the flexible spine 
for attaching the flexible ^ine to the stack of trays. 

42. (Original) The package of claim 41, wherein the cutouts are two parallel strips for 
each clip used. 

43. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein the one or more clips are plastic. 

44. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein the one or more clips have generally 
trapezoidal shapes with triangles removed from a longer side surface for bending the one or more 
clips along the longitudinal axis. 

45. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein the one or more clips are hinged to 
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one another by living hinges. 

46. (Original) The package of claim 45, further comprising anti-tear hinge ribs 
extending across ends of the living hinges. 

47. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein the mounting recesses and clips have 
complementary dovetail shapes, and further comprismg locking ribs projecting inward from ends 
of the mounting recesses on the individual trays and complementary grooves on ends of tlie one or 
more clips for receiving and holding the locking ribs. 

48. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein a front or back or both sides of the 
individual trays hold compact discs, DVDs, digital media, descriptive booklets or other material. 

49. (Original) The package of claim 33. wherein the individual trays have edge flanges 
and recessed edges for receiving flanges of a next adjacent tray for avoidmg sliding movement of 
the trays relative to one another. 

50. (Original) The package of claim 33, wherein leafing through individual trays raises 
subsequent individual trays. 

51. (Original) A method of making a package comprising: 

providing a stack of individual trays with one or more mounting recesses on an edge of the 
stack of trays, 

providing one or more clips, wherein the cUps are flexible along a longitudinal axis, 
bending clips along the longitudinal axis, 

inserting the bent clips into the mounting recesses on the individual trays, 
pressing on an exposed sur&ce of the bent clips until the clips return to their mitial unbent 
position. 

52. (Original) A method of making a package comprising: 

providing a stack of mdividual trays with one or more mounting recesses on an edge of the 
stack of trays, 

providing a book-like cover with a front panel, back panel and flexible spine, 

- 8 - 



PAK 8/16* RCVO AT S<14a007 3:38:31 PM (Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:U&PTO-EFXRF-3/21 • ONI6:2738300* CBID:703448 7387* DURATION (inin-«S):0S-«8 



Rug 14 07 03:4Qp J C URRV 703 448-7397 p. 9 



providing cutouts on the flexible spine, 

placing the flexible spine in contact with the edge of the stack of trays with the mounting 
recesses, 

providing one or more clips, wherein the clips are flexible along a longitudinal axis, 
bending clips along the flexible axis, 

inserting the bent dips through the cutouts in the flexible spine and into the mounting 
recesses on the individual trays, 

pressing on an exposed surface of the bent clips until the clips return to their initial unbent 

position. 

53. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1. further comprising openings 
having internal snaps for cooperating with detents on the securing projections for holding the 
engagement sides inward with the end corniectore and receivers extending outwaixl 

54. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, further comprismg a book-like 
cover comprising a fkxjnt panel, back panel and a flexible spine. 
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